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A1 Introduction 

1. What is the name of this document? 
This document is known as ‘Penrith Development Control Plan 2014’ (Penrith 
DCP). 

It has been prepared in accordance with Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 and Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Regulation 2021. 

2. What does Penrith DCP seek to achieve? 
The purpose of Penrith DCP is: 

a) To provide guidance to people wishing to carry out development within 
the City of Penrith 

b) To promote development which is consistent with Council’s vision for the 
City of Penrith, namely, one of a sustainable and prosperous region with a 
harmony of urban and rural qualities with a strong commitment to 
environmental protection and enhancement. 

c) To ensure development incorporates the principles of sustainable 
development through the delivery of balanced social, economic and 
environmental outcomes. 

d) To encourage development which ‘lifts the bar’ in terms of delivering 
sustainable and healthy communities in the long term. 

e) To foster development that responds appropriately to the natural and 
built environment, in particular, vegetation, biodiversity corridors, 
significant waterways, riparian land, significant buildings and gardens, 
and scenic landscapes and views. 

f) To provide for an urban environment that is active, attractive and safe for 
residents and visitors. 

g) To ensure the quality of development in the City of Penrith is of a high 
standard. 
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3. Where does Penrith DCP apply? 
Penrith DCP applies to all land within the Penrith Local Government Area. It 
covers the Land covered by the following Planning Instruments: 

• Penrith Local Environmental Plan 2010 (LEP) 

• Penrith Local Environmental Plan 1991 (Environmental Heritage 
Conservation) 

• Penrith Local Environmental Plan 1998 (Urban Land) 

• Penrith Local Environmental Plan No.201 (Rural Lands) 

• State Environmental Planning Policy (Precincts - Western Parkland City) 
2021 

• Penrith Interim Development Order No. 13 

• Penrith Interim Development Order No. 47 

• Penrith Interim Development Order No. 93 

4. Relationship of the Penrith DCP to the LEP 
and other plans and policies 

The Penrith DCP must be read in conjunction with any environmental 
planning instrument that applies to the land.  Applicants should confirm 
which environmental planning instruments apply and consider them when 
determining applicable development controls.   

The provisions contained in the Penrith DCP supplement the provisions of the 
relevant environmental planning instrument.  If there is any inconsistency 
between the Penrith DCP and relevant environmental planning instrument, 
the provisions of the relevant environmental planning instrument will prevail. 

5. Repeal of plans 
This DCP repeals the following Development Control Plans: 

• Penrith Development Control Plan 2006  

• Penrith Development Control Plan 2010 
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• Werrington Mixed Use Area Development Control Plan   

• Penrith City Centre Development Control Plan 2007 

• Orchard Hills Development Control Code No. 1 

• Orchard Hills Development Control Code No. 2 

• Development Control Code - Orchard Hills subzone C 

6. How is the Penrith DCP structured? 
The Penrith DCP is divided into five parts: 

Part A Introduction and principles 

This part provides details on: 

• the aims and purpose of the Plan and where and how it applies, and 
• Council’s key sustainable development principles that apply to all 

development and how these principles should be used. 

Part B City wide controls 

This part sets out the requirements for a range of issues that apply across 
the Penrith Local Government Area, including:  

1. Site Planning and Design 

2. Infrastructure. 

3. Subdivision 

4. Heritage and Archaeology 

5. Environmental Management 

6. Waste Management 

7. Transport Access and Parking 

8. Public Domain 

9. Safety and Security 

10. Advertising and Signage 
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11. Access and Adaptability 

Part C Specific Land Uses / Activities 

This part specifies the requirements relating to various types of land uses, 
including:  
1. Rural Development 

2. Residential  

3. Employment Uses 

4. Other Land Uses - Child care establishments and Places of Worship 

Part D Key Precincts   

This part details additional requirements relating to specific sites or areas in 
the city. 

Part E Appendices  

This part provides additional information and sources to assist in the 
preparation of a development application that meets Council’s 
requirements.  This includes definitions of terms used, technical information 
requirements, notification and advertising requirements, and processes for 
development applications. Unless separately defined in a specific part of the 
Penrith DCP, terms used in the Penrith DCP have the same meaning as those 
adopted by the relevant environmental planning instrument. 

Some chapters of the Penrith DCP contain ‘lifting the bar’ requirements. 
‘Lifting the bar’ establishes ways in which applicants can demonstrate 
additional commitment to the key DCP principles.  

Demonstration of this commitment may lead to Council considering 
variation of development controls. 

Other relevant information: Provides a list of additional information sources 
and legislation for consideration. 

7. Where do I find the relevant controls? 

The layered approach of the Penrith DCP means that some parts are 
relevant to all development, some to specific types of development or 
activities and some to specific land or precincts.  Development may be 
determined as being either minor or major, with a higher level of submission 
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and assessment required for more complex or larger proposals, or sites 
which are highly constrained. 

Step 1➔ Establish the zoning, permissibility and planning controls that 
apply to the proposed use and the property under the relevant 
environmental planning instrument.   

Step 2➔ Understand and apply the DCP Principles for Penrith in Part A of the 
Penrith DCP.  These principles apply to all development. 

Step 3➔ Determine which controls or parts of the Penrith DCP apply to your 
development proposal. Remember some City-wide provisions 
such as flooding, salinity and bushfire will only apply if these 
natural hazards affect your site.   

Sites identified or located in the vicinity of a heritage item, heritage 
conservation area or archaeological site will need to consider the 
heritage and archaeology provisions in Part B of the Penrith DCP.  

If you are uncertain whether a chapter of the Penrith DCP applies 
to your development, contact Council for assistance.   

Step 4➔ Understand the development application process and submission 
requirements.  An overview of the application and assessment 
process, together with the submission requirements, is provided in 
chapter E1 Appendices.   

 Notification and advertising, and technical information 
requirements are also provided in chapter E1 Appendices.   

 In addition, you can check any words or terms you may be unsure 
of in chapter E1 Appendices.   

Step 5➔ Contact Council if you require further clarification on any aspect 
of the Penrith DCP or for advice on preparing your development 
application or determining whether your proposal is considered 
minor or major development.  
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8. What is the date of commencement for Penrith DCP?
The Penrith DCP was adopted by Penrith City Council on 23 March 2015 and came into effect on 17 April 2015. The following 
is a list of the amendments to the DCP:

Amendment 
No. 

Chapter Change Adopted by 
Council 

Date of 
commencement 

1 E7 Part B, 
Glenmore Park 
Stage 2 

- Lot size range reduced to 450-1000m2
- Setbacks reduced
- Amending the maximum dwelling yield in

Precinct C to 344 dwellings.

7 December 
2015 

19 February 2016  
(date of 
commencement of 
Amendment 6 to LEP 
2010) 

2.1 C5 Waste 
Management 

To broaden the objectives relating to waste 
management and introduce a number of new 
controls for medium and high density 
residential developments 

27 June 2016 7 July 2016 

2.2 E16 – Sydney 
Science Park 

Introduce a new Sydney Science Park Chapter 
into the DCP 2014 to provide provision for 
development in Sydney Science Park 

14 March 2016 3 November 2016 

3 E11 Part A – 
Penrith 
E11 Part C – 164 
Station Street, 
Penrith 

Introduce site-specific controls for 164 Station 
Street, Penrith.  
Remove previous controls for 164 Station Street, 
Penrith previously located within Part A - 
Penrith 

19 December 
2016 

12 January 2017 

4.1 E6 Erskine 
Business Park, 

To align the DCP and the State Significant 
Development (SSD 6917) consent for the 
Oakdale South Industrial Area  and provide 
consistency of the built form across the site. 

28 May 2018 21 June 2018 
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C10 Transport, 
Access and 
Parking 

4.2 C3 Water 
Management, 
C6 Landscape 
Design, 
C13 
Infrastructure 
and Services, 
and, 
F3 DA 
Submission 
Requirements 

Update references and information in the DCP 
to be consistent with Council’s Stormwater 
Drainage Specification for Building 
Developments policy (adopted November 
2016). 

28 May 2018 21 June 2018 

4.3 D2 Residential 
Development, 
E5 Emu Plains, 
E8 Kingswood, 
and 
E15 St Marys / 
North St Marys 

To revise controls at affected locations that will 
clarify Council’s position relating to road 
construction, land dedication and guide 
development on affected lots. 

28 May 2018 21 June 2018 

5 D2 Residential 
Development 
D5 Other Land 
Uses 

To revise controls for Multi Dwelling Housing 
and introduce controls for Boarding Houses. 

10 December 
2018 

21 December 2018 
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6 C1 Site Planning 
and Design 
Principles 
C2 Vegetation 
Management 
C8 Public 
Domain 
D5 Other Land 
Uses 
Removal of  
F4 Notification 
and Advertising 

To revise and update controls, consistent with 
Council policy and legislation updates. 
To remove F4 Notification and Advertising, as 
the Community Participation Plan relaces it. 

10 August 2020 3 September 2020 

7 E13 The Riverlink 
Precinct, Part B 
– Panthers
Penrith Precinct

To align controls for the Panthers Penrith 
Precinct with Council plan updates. 

13 November 
2017 

23 December 2020 

8 E13 Part A - 
Riverlink 
Precinct - 
Winter Sporting 
Facility 

Provide site-specific planning controls for 2 
Tench Avenue, Jamisontown 

24 May 2021 23 December 2021 

9 C14 Urban Heat 
Management  

Introduce a new Urban Heat chapter into the 
DCP 2014 and provides new cooling measures 
below: 
• Cooling with landscaping
• Cool colours and materials
• Cooling through building design

9 May 2022 22 July 2022 
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• Optimising mechanical heating and
cooling

This chapter supplements the LEP 2010 with 
more detailed planning. 

10 E7 Part C – 
Glenmore Park 
Stage 3 

Introduce a new Glenmore Park Stage 3 
chapter into the DCP 2014 to support the PLEP 
Amendment No. 30 

Ordinary 
Meeting of 12 
December 
2022 

30 June 2023 

11 E7 Part C – 
Glenmore Park 
Stage 3 

To introduce traffic and transport related 
sections and address other housekeeping 
matters. 

Ordinary 
Meeting of 28 
August 2023 

8 September 2023 

12 E17 Orchard 
Hills North 

To Introduce a new Orchard Hills North chapter 
into Penrith DCP 2014 to support Penrith LEP 2010 
Amendment No. 29  

Ordinary 
Meeting of 12 
December 
2022 

1 October 2023 

13 E18 
Luddenham  
Road Industrial 
Business Park 

Introduce a new Luddenham Road Industrial 
Business Park chapter into the DCP 2014 to 
support the PLEP Amendment No. 43 

Ordinary 
Meeting of 20 
November 
2023 

20 May 2024 

14 E7 Part B 
Glenmore Park 
Stage 2  

Addressing several formatting errors, omissions 
and minor inconsistencies for each chapter. 

Introduce a new section for Glenmore Park 
Stage 3 which addresses development staging 
of the release area. 

Ordinary 
Meeting of 24 
June 2024 

8 July 2024 
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E7 Part C 
Glenmore Park 
Stage 3 

E17 Orchard 
Hills North 

Updating masterplan for Orchard Hills North to 
add two ‘compact lots’ areas to algin with 
Penrith LEP 2010. 

15 E7 Part C 
Glenmore Park 
Stage 3 

Updated reference to water management 
strategy. 

Ordinary 
Meeting of 21 
July 2025 

29 July 2025 

16 E17 Orchard 
Hills North 

Corrected duplicated side setback control 
Clarity on first floor side setback controls for 
certain dwelling types. 

Ordinary 
Meeting of 21 
July 2025 

29 July 2025 

17 D5 – 5.2 Child 
Care Centres 

To revise, clarify and contemporise objectives 
and built form and landscaping controls for 
child care centre developments.  

Ordinary 
Meeting of 21 
July 2025 

29 July 2025 
The following 
Development 
Applications (DAs) are 
exempt from the date 
of commencement, 
and a savings 
provision is in place: 
• DA25/0331
• DA25/0352
• DA25/0332
• DA25/0404
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• DA24/0996
• DA24/0886.
The savings provision
is limited to the listed
DAs, which will be
assessed against the
child care centre
controls in force, at
the time of their
lodgement.

18 All chapters 
within Penrith 
Development 
Control Plan 
2014. 

E16 Sydney 
Science Park 

E18 Luddenham 
Road Industrial 
Business Park 

C5 Waste 
Management 

Introduce new structure and format, update 
references, and other minor administrative 
changes. 

Removal of Chapter E16 -Sydney Science Park 

Amend chapter title to E16, introduce lot yield 
control and estate-wide cumulative noise 
impact requirement, and other minor 
corrections.   

Introduce information on FOGO waste and 
circular economy principles, and minor 
clarifying amendments   

[date to be 
inserted] 

[date to be inserted] 
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D5 Other Land 
Uses, Section 
5.2 Child Care 
Centres  

Amend the savings provision applying to the 
Child care centres chapter to capture all 
development applications lodged prior to the 
commencement date of 29 July 2025. 
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A2 DCP Principles 

9. Background

9.1 Council's commitment to sustainability 

Penrith City Council has made a firm commitment to building a Sustainable 
City.  This commitment has been clearly articulated in ‘Penrith’s Principles for 
a Sustainable City.’  These principles have subsequently been reflected in the 

Sustainable Penrith Program.   

The Sustainable Penrith Program commits Council to apply the principles of 
sustainability in all of its operations. The program aims to ensure that 
Council’s decisions, policies and actions should maintain or improve 
environmental, social and economic outcomes for future generations. A 
number of action plans and policies addressing specific sustainability issues 
have been developed under this program to guide Council’s efforts towards 
a sustainable City. 

9.2 Sustainability and development control 

The preparation of the Penrith DCP has provided Council with an opportunity 
to extend its commitment to sustainability and progress the creation of a 
Sustainable Penrith.  In its role as regulator, Council is able to encourage the 
inclusion of sustainable design principles and land management practices in 
future development.   

To build a sustainable City, Council needs to ensure that development of land 
is responsive to the needs of current and future generations. The overriding 
goal of making Penrith a sustainable City is woven into every section of the 
Penrith DCP and has guided the development of the provisions contained 
within it.   

9.3 Key principles for Penrith Development Control Plan 2014 

(Penrith DCP) 

Transforming the City of Penrith into a sustainable City will require 
cooperation between all levels of government, resource managers, the 
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business sector, community groups and all citizens.  ‘Penrith’s Principles for a 
Sustainable City' have been adopted as the key principles for the Penrith DCP 
to guide our journey towards sustainability.  The principles are supported by a 
series of objectives to help in interpreting these principles.   

A brief description of the principles and objectives, how they relate to 
sustainability and how they are reflected in the provisions contained within 
Penrith DCP appear below. 

9.4 How to use these principles 

The principles and objectives set out below should be addressed as part of 
any development application to Council.   

The principles and objectives will be satisfied by ensuring that any proposed 
development is in accordance with the development controls set out in the 
remainder of the Penrith DCP.  Some examples of these controls and the 
desired outcomes are listed under each of the principles. 

If a proposed development is unable to comply with all of the development 
controls, then it will need to justify how non-compliance will be addressed in 
other ways to satisfy the Penrith DCP’s principles.  

The controls in the Penrith DCP are not intended to prevent new and 
innovative ways of addressing the principles and objectives in this section as 
long as the objectives can be addressed. 
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10. Principles

Principle 1: Provide a long-term vision for cities, based on 
sustainability; intergenerational, social, economic and 
political equity; and their individuality. 

Objectives 

a) We plan responsibly for now and the future.

The aims of the Penrith DCP, together with Council’s strategic plans, set a 
vision for sustainable development, and ultimately, a sustainable City.  
Objectives within individual sections express the way towards a more 
sustainable City and should always be read in that context.  The exemplar 
controls outlined in Penrith DCP and supported by Penrith LEP 2010 
demonstrate that Council is prepared to recognise developers and 
individuals who ‘lift the bar’ and drive the built form of the City closer towards 
the vision expressed. 

The Penrith DCP reflects this principle by expressing an overall commitment 

to sustainability through: 

• The format and structure of the Penrith DCP.
• Integration of Penrith’s Principles for a Sustainable City throughout the

document.
• Linking areas of objectives and controls to the overarching principles of

sustainability.
• Including information which explains how individual controls contribute to

the creation of a sustainable City.

Principle 2: Achieve long term economic and social security. 

Objectives 

a) We have access to what we need.
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Environmental sustainability is only one part of the picture.  To have a truly 
sustainable City, economic and social aspects must also be considered as 
part of the triple bottom line.   

The Penrith DCP promotes sustainable economic growth through: 

i. Encouraging innovative and sustainable use of rural, industrial, 
commercial and residential land. 

ii. Building on the existing strengths of the local and regional 
economy, by providing guidance for industrial and commercial 
development within the City. 

iii. Ensuring that industrial and commercial development is 
responsibly designed and built. 

iv. Helping protect rural lands from fragmentation. 
v. Helping reduce the negative impacts of necessary activities (such 

as manufacturing, waste disposal and some agricultural activities); 
vi. Providing specific controls for transport corridors, in recognition of 

the key role they play in moving people and goods around our City, 
our region and our state. 

vii. Encouraging the integration of housing with other land uses which 
provide employment, social and cultural opportunities. 

b) The Penrith DCP promotes social sustainability through: 

i. Encouraging the use of the principles of universal design, so that 
the public domain is accessible to people in all stages of life and 
with all levels of mobility. 

ii. Encouraging buildings to be designed with the health and 
wellbeing of their future occupants in mind. 

iii. Providing design guidelines for a variety of housing forms to 
accommodate people in all stages of life and with all levels of 
mobility. 

iv. Encouraging the development of communities through allowing for 
(and designing) community spaces, both indoor and outdoor, 
providing opportunities for meeting and gathering and community 
interaction. 

v. Encouraging a range of uses and employment opportunities to 
create a mixed income and mixed demographic community. 
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vi. Providing guidelines to create a range of recreational and leisure 
opportunities. 

vii. Adopting the principles of ‘Crime Prevention through Environmental 
Design’ (CPTED), to assist in making the public domain a safer 
place. 

Principle 3: Recognise the intrinsic value of biodiversity and 
natural ecosystems, and protect and restore them. 

Objectives 

a) Our natural habitats are healthy  

The Penrith DCP recognises the value of the surrounding environment and will 
minimise the impact of development on that environment by: 

i. Requiring all design to be based on a comprehensive site analysis, 
to ensure that development on a site reflects each site's unique 
conditions. 

ii. Ensuring that any modification of the existing land form required to 
facilitate development is undertaken to minimise the impact on 
surrounding lands. 

iii. Including provisions to reduce the likelihood of development or 
activities increasing the salinity of land.   

b) The Penrith DCP promotes biodiversity conservation through: 

i. Protection of known areas of biodiversity value. 
ii. Protection of threatened species and ecological communities. 
iii. Protection of watercourses, wetlands and riparian corridors. 
iv. Protection of remnant native bushland. 
v. Requiring that all significant areas of vegetation be assessed to 

determine their value prior to any development being designed for 
the site. 

c) The Penrith DCP helps to reverse previous negative impacts on 
biodiversity conservation through: 

i. Encouraging replanting of key identified corridors, including riparian 
corridors. 
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ii. Encouraging the use of plant species native to the area in all forms 
of landscaping. 

d) The Penrith DCP helps to reduce the negative impact of development on 
air quality through encouraging alternate means of transport (e.g. 
cycling and walking). 

e) The Penrith DCP helps to minimise the impact of poor air quality on 
amenity through: 

i. Encouraging the planting of particular species along main roads, 
which have proven to be effective at absorbing pollutants from 
motor vehicles. 

ii. Requiring the provision of buffer zones between polluting land uses 
and adjacent areas which may be sensitive to reduction in air 
quality.  

f) The Penrith DCP helps to minimise the negative impact of development 
on water quality through: 

i. Minimising the risk of accidental pollution of surface and ground 
water sources through appropriate setbacks of potentially polluting 
activities from watercourses. 

ii. Requiring soil testing to determine appropriate locations for water 
treatment activities. 

iii. Encouraging the retention or replacement of vegetation along 
riparian corridors. 

iv. Requiring that water quality be monitored throughout the 
construction process, and occasionally during occupation. 

v. Requiring responsible use and storage of possible pollutants.   

 

Principle 4: Enable communities to minimise their ecological 
footprint. 

Objectives 

a) We use our resources wisely and take responsibility for our levels of 
consumption. 



 

 

Penrith Development Control Plan 2014 
Part A Introduction   20                  

The ecological footprint of a City is a theoretical calculation of the land 
required to support that City in terms of its consumption of resources like 
food, energy and water, as well as for the disposal of the waste it produces.  
Reducing our ecological footprint means reducing this theoretical land area 
and represents an increase in the overall sustainability of the City.   

A reduction in the ecological footprint will almost always mean an increase in 
the efficiency of a City’s operation, either through consumption of fewer 
resources, production of less waste or both.  It should not, however, result in a 
transfer of problems elsewhere. 

b) The Penrith DCP assists in the reduction of Penrith’s ecological footprint 
by: 

i. Encouraging a reduction in the amount of waste going to landfill 
through the inclusion of provisions relating to responsible waste 
management, recycling and resource reuse, and materials 
selection. 

ii. Encouraging increased water re-use, either through harvesting of 
rainfall or the re-use of grey water, to reduce the demand for 
potable water. 

iii. Encouraging the use of water efficient and energy efficient 
appliances; and 

iv. Applying standards for energy efficiency to all forms of 
development to encourage buildings that minimise the use of 
electricity and gas as energy inputs.   

c) Reducing the City’s ecological footprint through the inclusion of energy 
efficiency principles will have the added benefits of mitigating the 
impacts of climate change, through decreased emission of greenhouse 
gases.   

d) The Penrith DCP will also help Penrith adapt to the likely impacts of 
climate change by: 

i. Encouraging buildings to be designed to maximise natural 
ventilation and temperature regulation. 

ii. Requiring drought resistant planting and landscaping. 
iii. Requiring the harvesting and re-use of rainwater through tanks, 

dams and other means. 
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iv. Requiring that the design of dwellings aims to minimise their 
vulnerability to extreme weather events and bushfires. 

Principle 5: Build on the characteristics of ecosystems in the 
development and nurturing of healthy and sustainable cities. 

Objectives 

a) Our public spaces encourage safe and healthy communities. 

b) Our physical infrastructure is adaptable and responds to changing 
needs. 

c) Natural ecosystems are inherently more sustainable than artificial ones.  
Thus cities as artificial ecosystems can learn from and better reflect the 
processes and systems of the natural world to improve their 
sustainability.   

d) The characteristics of natural ecosystems include diversity, an ability to 
adapt, interconnectedness, resilience, regenerative capacity and 
symbiosis.  In nature all resources are valued – there is no waste.  These 
are all traits which can increase the sustainability of a City and which the 
Penrith DCP will try to encourage in development within Penrith. 

e) The Penrith DCP will encourage development in Penrith to learn from 
natural ecosystems by: 

i. Including provisions which require development to consider all 
aspects of the natural environment in their design, including 
topography and the water cycle. 

ii. Providing standards to guide mixed use development to help 
provide a diverse urban area. 

iii. Requiring housing to consider the changing life cycle of the 
occupants in its design. 

iv. Helping to minimise land use conflict through requirements for 
buffer zones and other measures. 

v. Requiring the provision of adaptable and inclusive infrastructure 
which meets the needs of development and is designed to 
accommodate likely future needs. 
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vi. Encouraging innovative responses to the provision of infrastructure, 
such as car parks, drainage systems, etc. which adapt to changing 
circumstances and mimic natural ecosystems. 

vii. Incorporating the principles of Universal Design, adapting our built 
environments so they are suitable for all. 

 

Principle 6: Recognise and build on the distinctive 
characteristics of cities, including their human and cultural 
values, history and natural systems. 

Objectives 

a) We build on our strengths, value our heritage, celebrate our cultural 
diversity and foster creativity. 

b) Sustainability cannot be achieved if those promoting it ignore the context 
of the City and the people within it.  Penrith City has its own set of unique 
characteristics, values and history which are all an integral part of where 
our City has come from and where it is heading.  For Penrith to be a truly 
sustainable City, these characteristics, values and history must be 
recognised in our past and reflected in our future.   
 

c) The Penrith DCP will help to recognise our past through: 

i. Including European heritage provisions, which protect our built 
heritage of the last 200 years and the people who contributed to 
the framework and fabric of our City. 

ii. Including Aboriginal heritage provisions which recognise the 
original custodians of the land, their role in protecting it and their 
ongoing role in providing diversity in our society and a link with the 
past; and 

iii. Including social planning provisions that seek to recognise and 
reinforce the cultural and social character of key areas. 

iv. The Penrith DCP will build on the distinct characteristics of Penrith 
by: 

v. Recognising that particular types of land use within the City require 
specific controls. 
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vi. Developing character statements for individual precincts that have 
unique features or development requirements. 

vii. Including provisions that are aimed at protecting the scenic and 
landscape character of Penrith; and 

viii. Including provisions that encourage development in Penrith to 
respond to Penrith’s unique environment, particularly climate, soil, 

topography and natural hazards. 

 

Principle 7: Empower people and foster participation. 

Objectives 

a) We have a say in our future. 

For a City to be sustainable, it must have the support and commitment of all 
sections of the community, not just those who have the means to make their 
voice heard.  An increase in sustainability will only be achieved if the majority 
of the community recognise it as a legitimate goal and work together to 
achieve it. 
 
The Penrith DCP will help to provide people with an opportunity to have a say 
in their future by: 

i. Requiring that certain development be advertised, to give 
neighbours and others that might be affected the opportunity to 
comment. 

ii. Requiring that all likely affected parties are told about any 
development which substantially breaches outlined development 
standards. 

iii. Providing information about the type of development that can be 
expected in Penrith; and 

iv. Providing people with the opportunity to help guide development in 
Penrith, through the exhibition of the Penrith DCP and any future 
amendments. 
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Principle 8: Expand and enable cooperative networks to work 
towards a common, sustainable future. 

Objectives 

a) We play an active role in our communities 

Sustainability is a worldwide issue and Penrith cannot hope to achieve it on 
its own.  Other local government areas within Australia and worldwide are 
also making advances towards sustainability and it is vital that we learn 
from their experiences.   
 
b) The Penrith DCP will learn from others by being reviewed on a regular 

basis, taking account of best practice in promoting sustainable 
development both nationally and internationally.  It will also learn from 
others through seeking and considering comments from the community 
and developers during the development and ongoing review of the 
Penrith DCP. 

c) The Penrith DCP will assist in sharing knowledge through providing links to 
additional information throughout the text and through being publicly 
available, free of charge, through Council’s web site.   

d) The Penrith DCP will assist people to play an active role in their 
communities through: 

i. Encouraging the provision of community spaces, both (internal and 
external) for future developments within the City.  Use of these 
spaces will help to encourage meeting and gathering and help 
develop a sense of community, which will in turn encourage people 
to have a say in how their community develops. 

ii. Encouraging development to consider social needs and potential 
social impacts, to minimise and mitigate against potential impacts 
within both the existing and future communities. 

iii. Encouraging a diverse community, which in turn helps foster a 
feeling of inclusiveness. 

iv. Providing opportunities for people to participate in decision making; 
and 
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v. Encouraging developers to recognise the human need to connect 
with nature, with their community and with their City, and take this 
concept into consideration in development design.   

 

Principle 9: Promote sustainable production and 
consumption, through appropriate use of environmentally 
sound technologies and effective demand management. 

Objectives 

a) We encourage sustainable production and technologies. 

b) The Penrith DCP will help encourage sustainable production through: 

i. Requiring, where appropriate, Waste Management Plans to be 
prepared that consider all aspects of waste generation, recycling 
and disposal during design, demolition, construction and operation.   

ii. Encouraging developers to source construction and fit out 
materials from sustainable sources. 

iii. Encouraging developers and the community to consider the life 
cycle costs of products installed and used in construction and 
operation of buildings; and 

iv. Encouraging the adoption of innovative technologies and designs, 
where they will have a positive sustainability outcome without an 
adverse impact on the amenity of the surrounding area. 

c) The Penrith DCP will demonstrate a commitment to sustainable 
technologies through: 

i. Encouraging developers to consider technology at the design 
stage, so that necessary infrastructure can be installed, regardless 
of whether or not it can used to its full effect at the time of 
construction; and 

ii. Providing controls that, where possible, have flexibility in the way 
they can be met so new technologies can be adopted as they 
become available. 
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Principle 10: Enable continual improvement, based on 
accountability, transparency and good governance. 

Objectives 

a) We demonstrate accountability, transparency and ethical conduct. 

b) Good urban governance requires robust processes towards achieving 
the transformation of cities to sustainability through continual 
improvement.   

c) The Penrith DCP contributes towards continual improvement through: 

i. Including within it exemplar provisions which can be measured, to 
allow benchmarking of the overall change in the level of 
sustainability measures being implemented by development in 
Penrith. 

ii. Being subject to ongoing review (as with all planning documents 
and policies within Penrith), so that achievements can be 
measured and controls which are not resulting in the expected 
outcome can be changed; and 

iii. Providing clear and comprehensive information to developers and 
the community about the development process and what type 
and standard of development the Council would like to see in 

Penrith.   

 

 




